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1. Introduction to CTA Science 1.1 Key Characteristics & Capabilities
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Figure 1.1 – Comparisons of the performance of CTA with selected existing gamma-ray instruments. Top:
differential energy flux sensitivities for CTA (south and north) for five standard deviation detections in five
independent logarithmic bins per decade in energy. For the CTA sensitivities, additional criteria are applied to
require at least ten detected gamma rays per energy bin and a signal/background ratio of at least 1/20. The
curves for Fermi-LAT and HAWC are scaled by a factor of 1.2 to account for the different energy binning. The
curves shown give only an indicative comparison of the sensitivity of the different instruments, as the method
of calculation and the criteria applied are different. In particular, the definition of the differential sensitivity
for HAWC is rather different due to the lack of energy reconstruction for individual photons in the HAWC
analysis. Bottom: angular resolution expressed as the 68% containment radius of reconstructed gamma
rays (the resolution for CTA-North is similar). The sensitivity and angular resolution curves are based on the
following references: Fermi-LAT [1], HAWC [2], H.E.S.S. [3], MAGIC [4], and VERITAS [5]. The CTA curves
represent the understanding of the performance of CTA at the time of completion of this document; for the
latest CTA performance plots, see https://www.cta-observatory.org/science/cta-performance.
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Baseline Layout of CTA with 70 SSTs

Achieves a vast effective area of ~5 km2 with 70 SSTs 

Extends the highest-energy frontier to 300 TeV and beyond
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Southern Site – Paranal, Chile
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426 29. Cosmic rays
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Figure 29.8: The all-particle spectrum as a function of E
(energy-per-nucleus) from air shower measurements [90–105].

Measurements of flux with small air shower experiments in the
knee region differ by as much as a factor of two, indicative of
systematic uncertainties in interpretation of the data. (For a review
see Ref. 89.) In establishing the spectrum shown in Fig. 29.8, efforts
have been made to minimize the dependence of the analysis on the
primary composition. Ref. 98 uses an unfolding procedure to obtain
the spectra of the individual components, giving a result for the
all-particle spectrum between 1015 and 1017 eV that lies toward the
upper range of the data shown in Fig. 29.8. In the energy range
above 1017 eV, the fluorescence technique [106] is particularly useful
because it can establish the primary energy in a model-independent
way by observing most of the longitudinal development of each shower,
from which E0 is obtained by integrating the energy deposition in
the atmosphere. The result, however, depends strongly on the light
absorption in the atmosphere and the calculation of the detector’s
aperture.

Assuming the cosmic-ray spectrum below 1018 eV is of galactic
origin, the knee could reflect the fact that most cosmic accelerators
in the galaxy have reached their maximum energy. Some types of
expanding supernova remnants, for example, are estimated not to be
able to accelerate protons above energies in the range of 1015 eV.
Effects of propagation and confinement in the galaxy [109] also need
to be considered. The Kascade-Grande experiment [100] has reported
observation of a second steepening of the spectrum near 8 × 1016 eV,
with evidence that this structure is accompanied a transition to heavy
primaries.

Concerning the ankle, one possibility is that it is the result of
a higher energy population of particles overtaking a lower energy
population, for example an extragalactic flux beginning to dominate
over the galactic flux (e.g. Ref. 106). Another possibility is that the
dip structure in the region of the ankle is due to pγ → e+ + e−

energy losses of extragalactic protons on the 2.7 K cosmic microwave
radiation (CMB) [111]. This dip structure has been cited as a robust
signature of both the protonic and extragalactic nature of the highest
energy cosmic rays [110]. If this interpretation is correct, then the
galactic cosmic rays do not contribute significantly to the flux above
1018 eV, consistent with the maximum expected range of acceleration
by supernova remnants.

The energy-dependence of the composition from the knee through
the ankle is useful in discriminating between these two viewpoints,
since a heavy composition above 1018 eV is inconsistent with the
formation of the ankle by pair production losses on the CMB.
The HiRes and Auger experiments, however, present very different
interpretations of data on the depth of shower maximum Xmax, a
quantity that correlates strongly with the interaction cross section of
the primary particle. If these results are interpreted using standard
extrapolations of measured proton and nuclear cross sections, then the
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Figure 29.9: Expanded view of the highest energy portion of
the cosmic-ray spectrum from data of the Telescope Array [104],
and the Auger Observatory [105].

HiRes data [112] is consistent with the ultrahigh-energy cosmic-ray
(UHECR) composition getting lighter and containing only protons
and helium above 1019 eV, while Auger [113,114] sees a composition
getting lighter up to 2 × 1018 eV and becoming heavier after that,
intermediate between protons and iron at 3 × 1019 eV. This may
mean that the extragalactic cosmic rays have a mixed composition at
acceleration similar to the GeV galactic cosmic rays. It is important
to note that the measurements of Xmax may be interpreted with equal
validity in terms of a changing proton-air cross-section and no change
in composition.

If the cosmic-ray flux at the highest energies is cosmological in
origin, there should be a rapid steepening of the spectrum (called
the GZK feature) around 5 × 1019 eV, resulting from the onset of
inelastic interactions of UHE cosmic rays with the cosmic microwave
background [115,116]. Photo-dissociation of heavy nuclei in the
mixed composition model [117] would have a similar effect. UHECR
experiments have detected events of energy above 1020 eV [106–107].
The HiRes fluorescence experiment [102,125] detected evidence of
the GZK suppression, and the Auger observatory [103–105] has
also presented spectra showing this suppression based on surface
detector measurements calibrated against fluorescence detectors using
events detected in hybrid mode, i.e. with both the surface and
the fluorescence detectors. The Telescope Array (TA) [104] has also
presented a spectrum showing this suppression. The differential energy
spectra measured by the TA and by Auger agree within systematic
errors below 1019 eV (Fig. 29.9). At higher energies, TA observes
more events than would be expected if the spectral shape were the
same as that seen by Auger. TA has also reported a ‘hot spot’ in the
Northern Hemisphere at energies above 5.5 × 1019 eV of radius ∼20◦

with a post-trials statistical significance of this excess with respect to
an isotropic distribution of 3.4σ [108].

One half of the energy that UHECR protons lose in photoproduction
interactions that cause the GZK effects ends up in neutrinos [118].
Measuring this cosmogenic neutrino flux above 1018 eV would help
resolve the UHECR uncertainties mentioned above. The magnitude of
this flux depends strongly on the cosmic-ray spectrum at acceleration,
the cosmic-ray composition, and the cosmological evolution of the
cosmic-ray sources. In the case that UHECR have mixed composition
only the proton fraction would produce cosmogenic neutrinos. Heavy
nuclei propagation produces mostly ν̄e at lower energy from neutron
decay.

The expected rate of cosmogenic neutrinos is lower than current
limits obtained by IceCube [119], the Auger observatory [120],
RICE [121], and ANITA-2 [122], which are shown in Fig. 29.10
together with a model for cosmogenic neutrino production [123] and the
Waxman-Bahcall benchmark flux of neutrinos produced in cosmic ray
sources [124]. At production, the dominant component of neutrinos

PeVatron: Galactic PeV Cosmic-ray Accelerator

Where do PeV cosmic rays come from? Do PeVatrons accelerate CRs up to Knee? 

~3 PeV cosmic-ray protons → ~300 TeV gamma rays through π0 decays
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Figure 29.8: The all-particle spectrum as a function of E
(energy-per-nucleus) from air shower measurements [90–105].

Measurements of flux with small air shower experiments in the
knee region differ by as much as a factor of two, indicative of
systematic uncertainties in interpretation of the data. (For a review
see Ref. 89.) In establishing the spectrum shown in Fig. 29.8, efforts
have been made to minimize the dependence of the analysis on the
primary composition. Ref. 98 uses an unfolding procedure to obtain
the spectra of the individual components, giving a result for the
all-particle spectrum between 1015 and 1017 eV that lies toward the
upper range of the data shown in Fig. 29.8. In the energy range
above 1017 eV, the fluorescence technique [106] is particularly useful
because it can establish the primary energy in a model-independent
way by observing most of the longitudinal development of each shower,
from which E0 is obtained by integrating the energy deposition in
the atmosphere. The result, however, depends strongly on the light
absorption in the atmosphere and the calculation of the detector’s
aperture.

Assuming the cosmic-ray spectrum below 1018 eV is of galactic
origin, the knee could reflect the fact that most cosmic accelerators
in the galaxy have reached their maximum energy. Some types of
expanding supernova remnants, for example, are estimated not to be
able to accelerate protons above energies in the range of 1015 eV.
Effects of propagation and confinement in the galaxy [109] also need
to be considered. The Kascade-Grande experiment [100] has reported
observation of a second steepening of the spectrum near 8 × 1016 eV,
with evidence that this structure is accompanied a transition to heavy
primaries.

Concerning the ankle, one possibility is that it is the result of
a higher energy population of particles overtaking a lower energy
population, for example an extragalactic flux beginning to dominate
over the galactic flux (e.g. Ref. 106). Another possibility is that the
dip structure in the region of the ankle is due to pγ → e+ + e−

energy losses of extragalactic protons on the 2.7 K cosmic microwave
radiation (CMB) [111]. This dip structure has been cited as a robust
signature of both the protonic and extragalactic nature of the highest
energy cosmic rays [110]. If this interpretation is correct, then the
galactic cosmic rays do not contribute significantly to the flux above
1018 eV, consistent with the maximum expected range of acceleration
by supernova remnants.

The energy-dependence of the composition from the knee through
the ankle is useful in discriminating between these two viewpoints,
since a heavy composition above 1018 eV is inconsistent with the
formation of the ankle by pair production losses on the CMB.
The HiRes and Auger experiments, however, present very different
interpretations of data on the depth of shower maximum Xmax, a
quantity that correlates strongly with the interaction cross section of
the primary particle. If these results are interpreted using standard
extrapolations of measured proton and nuclear cross sections, then the
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Figure 29.9: Expanded view of the highest energy portion of
the cosmic-ray spectrum from data of the Telescope Array [104],
and the Auger Observatory [105].

HiRes data [112] is consistent with the ultrahigh-energy cosmic-ray
(UHECR) composition getting lighter and containing only protons
and helium above 1019 eV, while Auger [113,114] sees a composition
getting lighter up to 2 × 1018 eV and becoming heavier after that,
intermediate between protons and iron at 3 × 1019 eV. This may
mean that the extragalactic cosmic rays have a mixed composition at
acceleration similar to the GeV galactic cosmic rays. It is important
to note that the measurements of Xmax may be interpreted with equal
validity in terms of a changing proton-air cross-section and no change
in composition.

If the cosmic-ray flux at the highest energies is cosmological in
origin, there should be a rapid steepening of the spectrum (called
the GZK feature) around 5 × 1019 eV, resulting from the onset of
inelastic interactions of UHE cosmic rays with the cosmic microwave
background [115,116]. Photo-dissociation of heavy nuclei in the
mixed composition model [117] would have a similar effect. UHECR
experiments have detected events of energy above 1020 eV [106–107].
The HiRes fluorescence experiment [102,125] detected evidence of
the GZK suppression, and the Auger observatory [103–105] has
also presented spectra showing this suppression based on surface
detector measurements calibrated against fluorescence detectors using
events detected in hybrid mode, i.e. with both the surface and
the fluorescence detectors. The Telescope Array (TA) [104] has also
presented a spectrum showing this suppression. The differential energy
spectra measured by the TA and by Auger agree within systematic
errors below 1019 eV (Fig. 29.9). At higher energies, TA observes
more events than would be expected if the spectral shape were the
same as that seen by Auger. TA has also reported a ‘hot spot’ in the
Northern Hemisphere at energies above 5.5 × 1019 eV of radius ∼20◦

with a post-trials statistical significance of this excess with respect to
an isotropic distribution of 3.4σ [108].

One half of the energy that UHECR protons lose in photoproduction
interactions that cause the GZK effects ends up in neutrinos [118].
Measuring this cosmogenic neutrino flux above 1018 eV would help
resolve the UHECR uncertainties mentioned above. The magnitude of
this flux depends strongly on the cosmic-ray spectrum at acceleration,
the cosmic-ray composition, and the cosmological evolution of the
cosmic-ray sources. In the case that UHECR have mixed composition
only the proton fraction would produce cosmogenic neutrinos. Heavy
nuclei propagation produces mostly ν̄e at lower energy from neutron
decay.

The expected rate of cosmogenic neutrinos is lower than current
limits obtained by IceCube [119], the Auger observatory [120],
RICE [121], and ANITA-2 [122], which are shown in Fig. 29.10
together with a model for cosmogenic neutrino production [123] and the
Waxman-Bahcall benchmark flux of neutrinos produced in cosmic ray
sources [124]. At production, the dominant component of neutrinos
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Figure 29.8: The all-particle spectrum as a function of E
(energy-per-nucleus) from air shower measurements [90–105].

Measurements of flux with small air shower experiments in the
knee region differ by as much as a factor of two, indicative of
systematic uncertainties in interpretation of the data. (For a review
see Ref. 89.) In establishing the spectrum shown in Fig. 29.8, efforts
have been made to minimize the dependence of the analysis on the
primary composition. Ref. 98 uses an unfolding procedure to obtain
the spectra of the individual components, giving a result for the
all-particle spectrum between 1015 and 1017 eV that lies toward the
upper range of the data shown in Fig. 29.8. In the energy range
above 1017 eV, the fluorescence technique [106] is particularly useful
because it can establish the primary energy in a model-independent
way by observing most of the longitudinal development of each shower,
from which E0 is obtained by integrating the energy deposition in
the atmosphere. The result, however, depends strongly on the light
absorption in the atmosphere and the calculation of the detector’s
aperture.

Assuming the cosmic-ray spectrum below 1018 eV is of galactic
origin, the knee could reflect the fact that most cosmic accelerators
in the galaxy have reached their maximum energy. Some types of
expanding supernova remnants, for example, are estimated not to be
able to accelerate protons above energies in the range of 1015 eV.
Effects of propagation and confinement in the galaxy [109] also need
to be considered. The Kascade-Grande experiment [100] has reported
observation of a second steepening of the spectrum near 8 × 1016 eV,
with evidence that this structure is accompanied a transition to heavy
primaries.

Concerning the ankle, one possibility is that it is the result of
a higher energy population of particles overtaking a lower energy
population, for example an extragalactic flux beginning to dominate
over the galactic flux (e.g. Ref. 106). Another possibility is that the
dip structure in the region of the ankle is due to pγ → e+ + e−

energy losses of extragalactic protons on the 2.7 K cosmic microwave
radiation (CMB) [111]. This dip structure has been cited as a robust
signature of both the protonic and extragalactic nature of the highest
energy cosmic rays [110]. If this interpretation is correct, then the
galactic cosmic rays do not contribute significantly to the flux above
1018 eV, consistent with the maximum expected range of acceleration
by supernova remnants.

The energy-dependence of the composition from the knee through
the ankle is useful in discriminating between these two viewpoints,
since a heavy composition above 1018 eV is inconsistent with the
formation of the ankle by pair production losses on the CMB.
The HiRes and Auger experiments, however, present very different
interpretations of data on the depth of shower maximum Xmax, a
quantity that correlates strongly with the interaction cross section of
the primary particle. If these results are interpreted using standard
extrapolations of measured proton and nuclear cross sections, then the
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Figure 29.9: Expanded view of the highest energy portion of
the cosmic-ray spectrum from data of the Telescope Array [104],
and the Auger Observatory [105].

HiRes data [112] is consistent with the ultrahigh-energy cosmic-ray
(UHECR) composition getting lighter and containing only protons
and helium above 1019 eV, while Auger [113,114] sees a composition
getting lighter up to 2 × 1018 eV and becoming heavier after that,
intermediate between protons and iron at 3 × 1019 eV. This may
mean that the extragalactic cosmic rays have a mixed composition at
acceleration similar to the GeV galactic cosmic rays. It is important
to note that the measurements of Xmax may be interpreted with equal
validity in terms of a changing proton-air cross-section and no change
in composition.

If the cosmic-ray flux at the highest energies is cosmological in
origin, there should be a rapid steepening of the spectrum (called
the GZK feature) around 5 × 1019 eV, resulting from the onset of
inelastic interactions of UHE cosmic rays with the cosmic microwave
background [115,116]. Photo-dissociation of heavy nuclei in the
mixed composition model [117] would have a similar effect. UHECR
experiments have detected events of energy above 1020 eV [106–107].
The HiRes fluorescence experiment [102,125] detected evidence of
the GZK suppression, and the Auger observatory [103–105] has
also presented spectra showing this suppression based on surface
detector measurements calibrated against fluorescence detectors using
events detected in hybrid mode, i.e. with both the surface and
the fluorescence detectors. The Telescope Array (TA) [104] has also
presented a spectrum showing this suppression. The differential energy
spectra measured by the TA and by Auger agree within systematic
errors below 1019 eV (Fig. 29.9). At higher energies, TA observes
more events than would be expected if the spectral shape were the
same as that seen by Auger. TA has also reported a ‘hot spot’ in the
Northern Hemisphere at energies above 5.5 × 1019 eV of radius ∼20◦

with a post-trials statistical significance of this excess with respect to
an isotropic distribution of 3.4σ [108].

One half of the energy that UHECR protons lose in photoproduction
interactions that cause the GZK effects ends up in neutrinos [118].
Measuring this cosmogenic neutrino flux above 1018 eV would help
resolve the UHECR uncertainties mentioned above. The magnitude of
this flux depends strongly on the cosmic-ray spectrum at acceleration,
the cosmic-ray composition, and the cosmological evolution of the
cosmic-ray sources. In the case that UHECR have mixed composition
only the proton fraction would produce cosmogenic neutrinos. Heavy
nuclei propagation produces mostly ν̄e at lower energy from neutron
decay.

The expected rate of cosmogenic neutrinos is lower than current
limits obtained by IceCube [119], the Auger observatory [120],
RICE [121], and ANITA-2 [122], which are shown in Fig. 29.10
together with a model for cosmogenic neutrino production [123] and the
Waxman-Bahcall benchmark flux of neutrinos produced in cosmic ray
sources [124]. At production, the dominant component of neutrinos
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If the accelerator injects particles (here we consider protons through-
out) at a continuous rate, ( )!Q Ep , the radial distribution of cosmic rays 
in the central molecular zone, in the case of diffusive propagation, is 
described9 as ( ) = ( )

π ( )

!
w E r t, , Q E

D E rCR 4
p  erfc(r/rdiff), where D(E) and rdiff are  

the diffusion coefficient and radius, respectively. For timescales t 
smaller than the proton–proton interaction time (tpp ≈    
5 ×   104(n/103)− 1 yr, where n is the density of the hydrogen gas in cm− 3), 
the diffusion radius is ≈ ( )r D E t4diff . Thus, at distances r <   rdiff, the 
proton flux should decrease as ∼  1/r provided that the diffusion coef-
ficient does not vary much throughout the central molecular zone. The 
measurements clearly support the wCR(r) ∝   1/r dependence over the 
entire central molecular zone region (Fig. 2) and disfavour both 
wCR(r) ∝   1/r2 and wCR(r) ∝   constant profiles (the former is expected if 
cosmic rays are advected in a wind, and the latter in the case of a single 
burst-like event of cosmic-ray injection). The 1/r profile of the cos-
mic-ray density up to 200 pc indicates a quasi-continuous injection of 
protons into the central molecular zone from a centrally located accel-
erator on a timescale ∆ t exceeding the characteristic time of diffusive 
escape of particles from the central molecular zone, that is, ∆ t ≥  tdiff ≈   
R2/6D ≈   2 ×   103(D/1030)− 1 yr, where D (in cm2 s− 1) is normalized to 
the characteristic value of multi-TeV cosmic rays in the Galactic disk10. 
In this regime the average injection rate of particles is found to  
be (≥ )≈ × ( / )!Q D10 TeV 4 10 10p

37 30  erg s− 1. The diffusion coefficient 
itself depends on the power spectrum of the turbulent magnetic field, 
which is unknown in the central molecular zone region. This intro-
duces an uncertainty in the estimates of the injection power of relativ-
istic protons. Yet, the diffusive nature of the propagation is constrained 
by the condition R2/6D ≫ R/c. For a radius of the central molecular 
zone region of 200 pc, this implies D ≪ 3 ×   1030 cm2 s− 1, and, conse-
quently, . × −! ≪Q 1 2 10 erg sp

38 1.
The energy spectrum of the diffuse γ -ray emission (Fig. 3) has been 

extracted from an annulus centred at Sagittarius (Sgr) A*  (see Fig. 1). 
The best fit to the data is found for a spectrum following a power law 
extending with a photon index of ∼  2.3 to energies up to tens of TeV, 
without a cut-off or a break. This is the first time, to our knowledge, 
that such a γ -ray spectrum, arising from hadronic interactions, has 
been detected. Since these γ -rays result from the decay of neutral pions 
produced by pp interactions, the derivation of such a hard power-law 

spectrum implies that the spectrum of the parent protons should extend 
to energies close to 1 PeV. The best fit of a γ -ray spectrum from neutral 
pion decay to the HESS data is found for a proton spectrum following 
a pure power law with an index of ∼  2.4. We note that pp interactions 
of 1 PeV protons could also be studied by the observation of emitted 
neutrinos or X-rays from the synchrotron emission of secondary elec-
trons and positrons (see Methods and Extended Data Figs 3 and 4). 
However, the measured γ -ray flux puts the expected fluxes of neutri-
nos and X-rays below or at best close to the sensitivities of the current 
instruments. Assuming a cut-off in the parent proton spectrum, the 
corresponding secondary γ -ray spectrum deviates from the HESS data 
at 68%, 90% and 95% confidence levels for cut-offs at 2.9 PeV, 0.6 PeV 
and 0.4 PeV, respectively. This is the first robust detection of a VHE 
cosmic hadronic accelerator which operates as a source of PeV particles 
(a ‘PeVatron’).

Remarkably, the Galactic Centre PeVatron appears to be located 
in the same region as the central γ -ray source HESS J1745−  290  
(refs 11–14). Unfortunately, the current data cannot provide an answer 
as to whether there is an intrinsic link between these two objects. The 
point-like source HESS J1745−  290 itself remains unidentified. Besides 
Sgr A* (ref.  15), other potential counterparts are the pulsar wind nebula  
G 359.95−  0.04 (refs 16, 17) and a spike of annihilating dark matter18. 
Moreover, it has also been suggested that this source might have a 
diffuse origin, peaking towards the direction of the Galactic Centre 
because of the higher concentration there of both gas and relativistic 
particles15. In fact, this interpretation would imply an extension of the 
spectrum of the central source to energies beyond 10 TeV, which how-
ever is at odds with the detection of a clear cut-off in the spectrum of 
HESS J1745−  290 at about 10 TeV (refs 19, 20; Fig. 3). Yet the attractive 
idea of explaining the entire γ -ray emission from the Galactic Centre by 
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Figure 2 | Spatial distribution of the cosmic-ray density versus 
projected distance from Sgr A*.  The vertical and horizontal error bars 
show the 1σ statistical plus systematic errors and the bin size, respectively. 
Fits to the data of a 1/r (red line, χ2/d.o.f. =   11.8/9), a 1/r2 (blue line, χ2/
d.o.f. =   73.2/9) and a homogeneous (black line, χ2/d.o.f. =   61.2/9) cosmic-
ray density radial profile integrated along the line of sight are shown. The 
best fit of a 1/rα profile to the data is found for α =   1.10 ±   0.12 (1σ). The 
1/r radial profile is clearly preferred for the HESS data.
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Figure 3 | VHE γ-ray spectra of the diffuse emission and HESS  
J1745−290.  The y axis shows fluxes multiplied by a factor E2, where E is the 
energy on the x axis, in units of TeV cm− 2 s− 1. The vertical and horizontal 
error bars show the 1σ statistical error and the bin size, respectively. Arrows 
represent 2σ flux upper limits. The 1σ confidence bands of the best-fit 
spectra of the diffuse and HESS J1745− 290 are shown in red and blue 
shaded areas, respectively. Spectral parameters are given in Methods. The 
red lines show the numerical computations assuming that γ -rays result from 
the decay of neutral pions produced by proton–proton interactions. The 
fluxes of the diffuse emission spectrum and models are multiplied by 10 to 
visually separate them from the HESS J1745− 290 spectrum.
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Galactic Center

Galactic center is the best PeVatron candidate so far (possible CR cutoff energy 
of a few PeV) 

Deep survey of ~800 hours is planned (inc. dark matter search)
 8

HESS 2016 HESS

CTA (Sim)



Galactic Plane Survey (GPS)
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Galactic Center RX J1713

(Data)

https://twitter.com/CTA_Observatory/status/996680795631816704



(Sim. 1635 hrs)

Galactic Plane Survey
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RX J1713

Any other PeVatron candidates by CTA?

https://twitter.com/CTA_Observatory/status/996680795631816704

https://www.hawc-observatory.org/news/

(> 20 TeV Data)
HAWC

Galactic Center



H.E.S.S. Collaboration: Observations of RX J1713.7�3946

Appendix B: H.E.S.S. image with overlaid XMM contours

Fig. B.1. H.E.S.S. gamma-ray excess image of RX J1713.7�3946 with overlaid XMM-Newton contours (1–10 keV).

Fig. C.1. Results of the border-finder algorithm. On the left, the H.E.S.S. gamma-ray excess image of RX J1713.7�3946 is shown with overlaid
borders of the gamma-ray (red) and X-ray (grey) data detected by the border-finder algorithm described in Chan & Vese (2001). The wedges in
which the radial profiles in Sect. 3.2 are studied are also shown along with the Galactic plane. On the right, the same two borders are overlaid on
the XMM-Newton X-ray image for comparison.

Appendix C: Results from a border-detection

algorithm

As an alternative method to determine the extent of the SNR
shell the border-detection algorithm described by Chan & Vese
(2001) was used on the XMM-Newton and H.E.S.S. maps. This
method is widely used in image analysis to separate complex fea-
tures from backgrounds. Figure C.1 shows the H.E.S.S. image
together with the contours of the detected borders. The largest
di↵erences between the radial sizes appear towards the south-
west and towards the north. In the south-west the radial fitting
method (Region 3, see Sect. 3)shows the largest di↵erences be-

tween X-rays and VHE gamma rays. However, towards the north
(Region 5), the radial sizes are consistent in the fitting method.
In this area, the radial profiles are the most complex, and a dif-
fuse emission component along the Galactic plane may play an
important role. While the radial fitting approach tries to find the
absolute outer edge of the shell, the border-finder algorithm in-
terprets fainter outer structures in the X-ray map as background
not belonging to the SNR shell.

Tests with the H.E.S.S. map showed that the results from the
border-detection algorithm are very stable against a large range
of di↵erent signal-to-noise levels as well as systematic changes
of the normalisation of the H.E.S.S. background by up to 2%.
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3.2. Results and Analysis

3.2.1. Gamma-ray Image

We first look at the simulated images for CTA and study the
possibility of using morphological information to determine the
major component of the VHE gamma-ray emission. Different
gamma-ray images in the energy range of 1–100TeV are
generated by changing Ap/Ae, the ratio between the hadronic and
leptonic contributions. Figures 1(a) and (b) show the images for
Ap/Ae=0.01 (lepton dominated; e.g., Abdo et al. 2011) and
100 (hadron dominated; e.g., Fukui et al. 2012), respectively.
Each image corresponds to 50hr of observations with CTA. As
per our assumptions described above for the underlying
templates, the lepton-dominated model (Figure 1(a)) shows a
gamma-ray image that resembles the X-rays, and the hadron-
dominated case (Figure 1(b)) delineates the ISM proton
distribution including both CO and H I. The difference between
them (Figure 1(c)) is significant, as is evident from the
subtraction between the two images.

To perform a quantitative evaluation, we employ the
method of likelihood fitting (e.g., Mattox et al. 1996; Cowan
1998; Feigelson & Babu 2012). We focus here on the ability
of CTA to determine the dominant emission component from
the prospectively observed morphology. We calculated the
maximum log-likelihood, Le and Lp, by fitting the simulated
images with the leptonic and hadronic spatial template,
respectively. We note that the templates used during the fits
are the same as those used in the simulations, meaning that a
rather idealistic case is assumed. To determine the log-
likelihoods Le and Lp individually, we employ either the
hadronic or leptonic template one at a time in each fitting
model (regardless of the intrinsic Ap/Ae ratio in the simulation
data being fitted). We keep the normalization, photon index,
and cutoff energy of the power law as free parameters during
the fitting process. We also fit the data with the composite
model containing both the leptonic and hadronic components
in order to obtain the log-likelihood Lep. Then we calculated
the differences 2(Lep−Le) and 2(Lep−Lp) for various
Ap/Ae, as summarized in Table 1. These differences in log-

likelihood are large when the composite model is a significant
improvement over the leptonic or hadronic models, and the
difference is intended to be distributed approximately as a χ2

variable with 3 degrees of freedom (for the extra parameters in
the composite model). However, this is only a rough
indication, as the conditions of Wilks’s theorem are violated
because the simple model is on the physical boundary of
allowed parameters of the composite model (Wilks 1938).
Table 1 indicates that the composite model is strongly favored
over the simple models and that we can easily find the
dominant component when the contribution of the second
component is small. For example, when Ap/Ae=100, Lep is
very different from Le but nearly the same as Lp. On the other
hand, in the case where there is a more or less equal
contribution from both particle populations (i.e., Ap/Ae=1),
we found that the fitting tends to be biased toward the
hadronic component. When Ap/Ae=1 in our model, the total
number of hadronic photons is larger than that of the leptonic
photons owing to the differences in Ec, especially at higher
energies. Since the angular resolution becomes better at such
higher energy ranges, the likelihood result expectedly favors a
hadron-dominated scenario. Nevertheless, we note that the
case of Ap/Ae>1 (hadron dominated) shows a more spread-

Figure 1. Simulated gamma-ray images of (a) Ap/Ae=0.01 (lepton-dominated case) and (b) Ap/Ae=100 (hadron-dominated case) with Γp=2.0 and
E 300 TeVp

c = . The green contours show (a) XMM-Newton X-ray intensity (e.g., Acero et al. 2009) and (b) total interstellar proton column density (Fukui et al. 2012)
smoothed to match the PSF of CTA. The subtracted image of (b) − (a) is also shown in (c). The black contours correspond to the H.E.S.S. VHE gamma rays
(Aharonian et al. 2007a). The unit of color axis is counts pixel−1 for all panels.

Table 1
Differences in the Maximum Log-likelihood for Spatial Templates with

Various Values of the Ap/Ae Ratio

Ap/Ae
a 2(Lep−Le)b 2(Lep−Lp)b

0.01 16.8 20085.8
0.1 761.9 15030.1
1.0 12280.2 3494.1
10.0 27083.1 171.9
100 31649.0 0.9

Notes.
a Ae and Ap are normalization constants for the leptonic and hadronic
component, respectively. The details are described in the text.
b Le, Lp, and Lep are the maximum log-likelihoods for the leptonic, hadronic,
and composite templates, respectively.

9

The Astrophysical Journal, 840:74 (14pp), 2017 May 10 Acero et al.

Young Supernova Remnants (SNRs)

50-hrs exposure for RX J1713.7-3946 and other candidates each after GPS 

More photons in > 10 TeV region to study spectral cutoff and hadronic component 

Higher angular resolution and sensitivity may be able to reveal escaping cosmic 
rays
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See Takeshi’s Talk

HESS ~160 hrs

HESS Col. 2018

CTA ~50 hrs (sim)

Acero et al. 2017



SST Design Proposals

Need 70 SSTs with less expensive technologies (4-m optics & compact camera) 

Large FOV (8–10°) to detect photons with large core distances 

SiPM cameras with 1296–2368 pixels and compact front-end electronics
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SST-2M GCT SST-2M ASTRI SST-1M

Image Credit: G. Pérez, IAC, SMM



Optical Systems for >8° FOV
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Schwarzschild–Couder 
(ASTRI and GCT)

Rodeghiero+ 2016

Davies–Cotton (SST-1M)

ASTRI

GCT

Primary

Secondary

Camera

Credit: SST-1M/CTA



SiPM Cameras

Use of SiPMs enables us to build 
compact cameras with high pixel density 

Dedicated compact and modular readout 
Very NSB tolerant and long SST-only observations (> 5 TeV) are possible
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LST Camera

https://twitter.com/masahiroteshima/status/931590497394745344

Eff. φ30 mm

~2 m
~40 cm

GCT Camera

3 or 6 mm



SST-2M GCT (Gamma Cherenkov Telescope)

Built at Meudon site of the Paris Observatory’s (very bright sky) 

6 segmented aspherical primary mirrors and semi-monolithic secondary 

Star images by a CCD camera show 6–7 mm PSF size (narrow component) while wide 
component (scattering by micro roughness) needs to be improved with new Al mirrors
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GCT Prototype Telescope @ Paris Observatory
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SST-2M GCT Camera

Updated the first prototype camera with SiPM arrays 

‣ Better photon detection efficiency, uniform pixel gain, and better charge resolution 

‣ New sampling and trigger ASICs for better dynamic range, lower noise, improved trigger efficiency, etc 

Lab tests and on-telescope observations
 16

First Prototype with Multi-anode PMTs (2015)

64-ch MAPMT

Pre-amps

Sampling and 
Tigger ASICs

Second Prototype with SiPMs (2018)

64-ch SiPM

New ASICs

Charge (arbitrary units) 

1 p.e.

2 p.e.



GCT First Light

CTA’s first ever Cherenkov images taken on Nov 26, 2015 

CR hadron observations with the first camera and telescope prototype at Paris Observatory 

The second camera to be tested on the ASTRI telescope prototype in 2018
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https://www.cta-observatory.org



SST-2M ASTRI (Astrofisica con Specchi a Tecnologia replicante Italiana)

Built at INAF-Catania mountain station on Mt. Etna (very active volcano) 

18 segmented aspherical primary mirrors + monolithic aspherical secondary 

ASTRI prototype telescope is the first realization of the Schwarzschild–Couder optics with full 
mirror configuration
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mirror replication technology

Credit: CTA/ASTRI

4.3 m

1.8 m

Giro+ 2017

A&A 608, A86 (2017)

Fig. 2. On-axis PSF of the ASTRI SST-2M telescope. The colour-
coding of the contributions of the di↵erent segment types is as in Fig. 1.
The red square represents the dimension of the ASTRI camera pixel.

to the actuators allowing tip-tilt adjustment in the range of 1.5�
with a resolution of a few arcseconds. Three actuators control the
position of M2 permitting 15 mm motion along the optical axis
with a resolution of 0.1 mm and a maximum range of tip-tilt cor-
rection of 0.25�. To align the OS, a large CCD (37 mm ⇥ 37 mm,
corresponding to 1� ⇥ 1� in the sky)3 was placed at the nominal
position of the telescope focal plane pointing at the Polaris star.
The image was then analysed to deduce alignment corrections
for M2 and each individual M1 segment. As described in Sect. 2,
the on-axis image of a point source for the ideal realization of
ASTRI SST-2M OS has an extended image whose structure de-
pends on the alignment of the OS components. Figure 2 shows
the on-axis simulated structure of such an ideal image in which
di↵erent colours denote the contributions from the rings illus-
trated in Fig. 1. The alignment procedure consists of moving all
the OS elements to reproduce the structure of the ideal PSF. As a
first step in the alignment process the distance between M2 and
the focal surface has been adjusted to match the dimension of the
images of M1 segments of ideal on-axis PSF. Once this distance
is fixed, the tip-tilt corrections were applied to each individual
M1 segment to reproduce its contribution to the ideal PSF. Non-
idealities of the fabrication of figures of individual M1 segments
and M2 as well as the M1-to-M2 distance misalignment residual
were not taken into account at this stage. A detailed description
of all alignment procedures undertaken can be found in Sironi
et al. (in prep.).

As a second step, a smaller size CCD (27 mm ⇥ 18 mm
i.e. 0.5� ⇥ 0.7� in the sky)4 has been mounted on a custom jig
designed to allow the positioning of the camera at seven field
angles on the focal surface: 0�,±1.5�,±3�,±4.5�. A fine tuning
of the tip-tilt corrections of the M1 segments was performed
at the o↵-axis position where the PSF dimension is minimized
by design. As shown in Fig. 5 this condition corresponds to 3�
o↵-axis.

3 CCD KAF-09000 is mounted on a Pro Line Fingerlake camera.
4 CCD KAI-16050-A is assembled in a SVS-VISTEK GigE camera.

Fig. 3. Comparison of D80 as a function of field angle (o↵-axis) be-
tween its ideal (solid curve) and measured at ASTRI SST-2M (dashed
curve) values. The SiPM pixel size (dashed horizontal line) and CTA
design requirement (solid horizontal line) are also shown for reference.
The pixel size of the CCD camera used for these measurements is about
2 arcsec on the focal plane.

Fig. 4. EE parameter measured as a function of radial distance for dif-
ferent angular positions on the focal plane. The vertical lines represent
the SiPM pixel size (thin) and the CTA design requirement (thick).

3.2. PSF characterization over the entire FoV

To characterize PSF over the entire FoV we maintained the same
configuration described for the fine-tuning. A typical PSF image
covers an area with a diameter of about 600 CCD pixels reli-
ably resolving details of the substructures in it. For each of the
seven field angles, four frames were acquired with and exposure
of 2.5 s on October 16, 2016. These images are shown in Fig. 5.
A square, representing the dimension of the SiPM pixel, is over-
plotted on each PSF for reference. The energy flux in the small
substructures of the PSF image visible outside the SiPM pixel
area exceeds the total detected energy flux by a small amount.
Point spread functions look di↵erent across symmetric positions
in the field, in particular those corresponding to ±4.5�. It should
be noted that the fine tuning alignment has been performed for
the position corresponding to 3� o↵-axis as reported in Sect. 3.1.
This implies that PSFs closer to this focal plane position are
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7 mm (pixel size)

On-axis Simulation

E. Giro et al.: Optical validation of the ASTRI SST-2M Cherenkov telescope

Fig. 5. PSF of the ASTRI SST-2M telescope across the focal plane. Alignment and optical performance have been optimized at 3�. The Cherenkov
camera pixel size is overplotted for each PSF.

sharper than the others. The di↵erence between images taken
at the same angles is no more than 6%.

To calculate the D80 parameter, a background image was ac-
quired on the nearby sky patch without bright stars in the CCD
field and it was directly subtracted from the corresponding PSF
image. The D80 values for each o↵-axis position were calculated
using the total photon flux contained in the subtracted PSF image
of the entire CCD field and then plotted in Fig. 3. The obtained
values (filled circles on dashed curve) follow a pattern similar to
the ideal PSF design (continuous curve) with an additional aber-
ration due to contributions from manufacturing errors of M1 and
M2 figures and residual misalignment of the OS. These contri-
butions are consistent with the estimates foreseen during the AS-
TRI SST-2M design for uncorrelated components and are about
0.1�.

In summary, the measured D80 values are contained within
the SiPM pixel size (dash-dotted horizontal line) across the en-
tire FoV and they are well below the CTA requirement (horizon-
tal solid line). Figure 4 shows the EE values derived from the
subtracted PSF images for each o↵-axis position.

4. Conclusions

With the advent of the Cherenkov Telescope Array a huge e↵ort
in the design of the next generation of IACTs has been carried
out by the scientific community.

In this paper, after a brief description of Cherenkov ob-
servations and their role in high-energy astrophysics, the most
common optical solutions adopted for this kind of telescope
have been introduced. Moreover, we described the optical de-
signs used to optimize the PSF quality in wide-field configura-
tions. The ASTRI SST-2M telescope implements an optical lay-
out based on the Schwarzschild-Couder solution. Even though
the mathematical description of the SC layout was presented
about 100 yr ago, this is the first time that such a telescope has
been built and optically tested. The results of its characterization
demonstrated that the optical quality of the implemented tele-
scope across the FoV fulfils the requirements for Cherenkov

observations at the higher energies (>1 TeV), showing a good
agreement with the expected performances.
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SST-2M ASTRI Camera

8 × 8 ch MPPC × 37 = 2368 MPPC pixels at the focal plane 

Dedicated SiPM-readout ASICs (CITIROC) used in front-end electronics 

Compatible design with SST-2M GCT
 19

Backend Electronics

Front Window

Photon Detection Module 
(SiPM and frontend)

Camera Lids

Prototype Camera

Image credit: CTA/ASTRI

8 × 8 ch SiPM
ASTRI camera performance

18

Pulsed	and	continuous	uniform	light

SiPM

Climatic	Chamber

• Trigger alignment within 
± 1/20 pe equivalent  

• Relative gain calibration  
• Photoelectron 

equivalent 
• Dynamical range up to 

1350 pe Lab Setup

Response linearity measurement with LG

PDM gain calibration 

Pulse height distribution 
of a single SiPM array



ASTRI First Light

Achieved first light of air-shower images on May 25, 2017 

Observed Crab and Mrk 501 but not significant yet 

Also able to image stars by measuring pixel amplitude variance (proportional to star flux)
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https://www.cta-observatory.org

Image credit: CTA/ASTRI

Orion’s Belt



SST-1M

Conventional Davies–Cotton optics with 18 segmented spherical mirrors (less 
expensive than Schwarzschild–Couder) 

Fully automated system installed at IFJ, Krakow, Poland 

Optical performance has been verified with star images
 21

4.0 m

Image credit: CTA/SST-1M

Simulation Data

Pixel size

0.0 deg

5.1 degActis+ 2011



SST-1M Camera

8.9° FOV with 1296-pixel SiPMs and light concentrators 

Dead-time free fully digital camera (DigiCam) 

Not compatible with SST-2Ms but use similar technologies with MST FlashCam
 22

Image credit: CTA/SST-1M
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SST-1M First Light

Achieved first light on Aug 31, 2017 

Prototype detected the Crab nebular with 4.2σ excess in test observations 

New observation campaigns are ongoing in 2018
 23

https://www.cta-observatory.org

Image credit: CTA/SST-1M

Stacked showers Significance Map

Crab 4.2σ (1.2 hrs)



SST Harmonization Started

Three different approaches are matured and have verified 
the concept of SSTs 

But it is time to consolidate the optics and camera designs 
before SST pre-production phase 

“SST harmonization” process started in May 2018 to simplify 
the southern array with easier maintainability and less 
construction cost 

Final SST design proposals to be submitted Oct 2018 

Review and evaluation of “the” final SST design will follow in 
2019 

Only single acronym, the “SST”, will be used afterwards :-)
 24



Timeline

Site hosting 
agreement for CTA 
south to be signed
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Proposed Site  
(~2150 m a.s.l)

Image © CNES/Airbus/DigitalGlobe/Google Earth

Very Large Telescope

E-ELT

We are here!



ASTRI Mini Array

9 ASTRI telescopes to be built as ASTRI Mini Array in parallel to the SST harmonization 

Stereo imaging, array trigger, array control etc. will be thoroughly tested 

ASTRI and GCT cameras can be mounted
 26

Image credit: CTA/ASTRI



Summary

CTA Small-Sized Telescopes will explore the highest-energy 
gamma-ray frontier from the ground 
‣ Core energy coverage of 5–300 TeV  

‣ 70 telescopes in CTA South 

‣ Wide-FOV optical system and SiPM camera 

‣ PeVatrons and cosmic-ray origins 

Three SST designs; GCT, ASTRI, and SST-1M 
‣ Verified their functionalities in labs and by first light 

‣ Harmonization process is ongoing 

‣ Bigger single SST group will be formed and quickly move toward 
pre-production and completion
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